
History of 
Stanford Cardinal Football 

October 18, 1925  “Stanford machine crushes U.S.C., 13-9” 

November 21, 1926 “Great Cardinal team humbles, 41 to 6; Stanford takes Coast crown with triumph” 

January 2, 1927 “Crimson Tide ties Stanford, 7 to 7; Dramatic finish thrills Rose Bowl crowd” 

January 3, 1928 “Stanford noses out Pittsburgh, 7-6, in Rose Bowl thriller” 

October 13, 1929 “Stanford warriors easily rout Bruins, 57 to 0” 

November 12, 1933 “Stanford reds upset Trojan team, 13 to 7” 

January 2, 1934 “Stanford upset in Rose Bowl, Columbia wins, 7-0” 

November 4, 1934 “Stanford power tramples Bruins, 27 to 0” 

November 25, 1934 “Stanford downs stubborn Bears, 9-7” 

January 2, 1935 “Alabama air raid crushes Stanford, 29-13, in Rose Bowl” 

November 24, 1935 “Indians beat Bears, 13-0, before 90,000 fans” 

January 2, 1936 “Mustangs tamed by Stanford’s line, 7-0, in Rose Bowl” 

October 27, 1940 “Stanford passes humble Trojans in 21-to-7 thriller” 

January 2, 1941 “Stanford defeats Nebraska, 21 to 13, in one of Rose Bowl’s top thrillers” 

November 6, 1949 “Inspired Indians blaze past SC Trojans, 34 to 13” 

January 3, 1950 “Stanford tramples Hawaiians, 74-20, in the Pineapple Bowl” 

November 11, 1951 “Mathias sparks Tribe’s 27-20 win over SC before 96,130” 

November 18, 1951 “Stanford in Bowl with 35-14 victory; Tribe belts Beavers to clinch bid” 

January 2, 1952 “Illinois blast Stanford in Rose Bowl, 40-7” 

October 18, 1953 “Inspired Indians stun Bruins, 21-20” 

October 28, 1956 “Stanford topples SC in 27-19 thriller” 



November 15, 1964 “Stanford knocks off Oregon State, 16-7” 

November 23, 1969 “Stanford wins a close one, edges Cal, 29-28” 

October 11, 1970 “Plunkett leads Indians to first win over Troy in 13 years; Stanford 24, USC 14” 

November 8, 1970 “After 19 years, it’s Roses for Indians; Plunkett rescues Stanford, 29-22” 

January 2, 1971 “Stanford finds it’s faster, easier by air, 27-17; 103,839 see Ohio State finally lose” 

October 17, 1971 “Stanford lightning strikes down Troy, 33-18” 

November 7, 1971 “It’s Roses again for Stanford; Bunce passes Indians over Bruins, 20-9” 

January 2, 1972 “Gracias, Garcia! Stanford does it again on field goal” 

November 24, 1974 “Stanford rallies to beat Cal, 22-20, with no time left” 

November 20, 1977 “Cardinals’ defense enjoys a Big Game in 21-3 victory over California Bears” 

January 1, 1978 “Benjamin has a day in the Sun; Stanford 24, LSU 14” 

November 19, 1978 “Nelson runs away with the Big Game, 30-10” 

January 1, 1979 “Down 22-0 in 2nd half, Stanford wins, 25-22, in the Astro-Bluebonnet Bowl” 

October 14, 1979 “USC blows 21-0 lead and No. 1 in tie by Stanford, 21-21” 

September 28, 1980 “Stanford stuns Sooners in rain, 31-14” 

October 31, 1982 “Washington is caught off guard by Stanford running game, 43-31” 

November 22, 1987 “Stanford musters one-sided victory over Cal in the Big Game, 31-7” 

October 7, 1990 “Stanford upsets No. 1 Notre Dame, 36-31” 

November 18, 1990 “Stanford gets its revenge for The Play, 27-25” 

October 20, 1991 “Stanford sends USC into dark, 24-21” 

November 22, 1992 “Big Game: Stanford puts on a show, 41-21” 

January 2, 1993 “Blockbuster Bowl: The Cardinal beats Penn State, 24-3, for first 10-victory season 
  since 1940” 

November 24, 1996 “Stanford leaves Cal up a Tree, cruises to 42-21 victory” 

January 1, 1997 “Sun Bowl: Stanford shines brightest in 38-0 victory over Michigan State” 

November 23, 1997 “After 100 years, Big Game still biggest bash around; Stanford 21, California 20” 



 

September 26, 1999 “Stanford’s air attack hits UCLA, 42-32” 

November 21, 1999 “Roses still smell sweet to Stanford after a 31-13 rout of California” 

November 28, 1999 “Stanford beats Notre Dame by a foot, 40-37” 

January 2, 2000 “Wisconsin win Rose Bowl with 17-9 victory over Stanford” 

November 19, 2000 “Stanford enjoys sound of silence in 36-30 overtime victory over California” 

November 2, 2003 “Stanford 21, UCLA 14” 

October 7, 2007 “Stanford 24, No. 2 USC 23; Massive upset ends Trojans’ 35-game home streak” 

November 8, 2009 “Stanford outlasts Oregon, 51-42” 

November 15, 2009 “Stanford 55, USC 21; Most points by any Trojans opponent, ever” 

September 12, 2010 “Stanford 35, UCLA 0” 

September 26, 2010 “Best start for Stanford since 1986 after 37-14 victory over Notre Dame” 

October 10, 2010 “Stanford 37, USC 35” 

January 4, 2011 “Orange Bowl: Stanford 40, Virginia Tech 12” 

October 23, 2011 “Stanford rushes to 65-21 win over Washington” 

October 30, 2011 “Stanford 56, USC 48; Stanford wins in the third overtime” 

November 27, 2011 “Luck sets Cardinal touchdown record; Stanford 28, Notre Dame 14” 

September 16, 2012 “Stanford 21, No. 2 USC 14” 

November 18, 2012 “Stanford stuns No. 1 Oregon, 17-14” 

December 1, 2012 “Pac-12 Championship: Stanford 27, UCLA 24” 

January 2, 2013 “Rose Bowl: Stanford 20, Wisconsin 14” 

September 22, 2013 “Stanford 42, Arizona State 28” 

October 20, 2013 “Stanford 24, UCLA 10” 

December 8, 2013 “Pac-12 Championship: Stanford 38, Arizona State 14” 

January 2, 2014 “100th Rose Bowl: Michigan State 24, Stanford 20” 

November 29, 2014 “Stanford 31, UCLA 10” 

December 31, 2014 “Foster Farms Bowl: Stanford 45, Maryland 21” 



September 20, 2015 “Stanford 41, USC 31” 

November 22, 2015 “Stanford wraps up the North division title” 

December 6, 2015 “Pac-12 Championship: Stanford 41, USC 22” 

January 2, 2016 “Rose Bowl: Stanford 45, Iowa 16” 

September 18, 2016 “Stanford 27, USC 10” 

September 25, 2016 “Stanford 22, UCLA 13” 

November 13, 2016 “McCaffrey leads Cardinal’s attack; Stanford 52, Oregon 27” 

December 31, 2016 “Sun Bowl: Stanford 25, North Carolina 23” 

October 1, 2017 “With 301 yards, Love is all Stanford needs” 

November 26, 2017 “Cardinal is in the Pac-12 title game against USC; Stanford 38, Notre Dame 20” 

September 23, 2018 “Stanford prevails in a stunner, 38-31 over Oregon” 

October 19, 2018 “Cardinal tied for 1st in Pac-12 North with a 20-13 win over Arizona State” 

November 25, 2018 “Stanford 49, UCLA 42” 

January 1, 2019 “Sun Bowl: Stanford 14, Pittsburgh 13” 

December 20, 2020 “Stanford 48, UCLA 47 (2OT)” 

October 3, 2021 “Stanford rallies late over No. 3 Oregon, 31-24” 

October 23, 2022 “Stanford 15, Arizona State 14” 
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