
 

History of 
California Golden Bears Football 

November 26, 1915  “Last minute finish wins game for Bears, 23-21 vs. USC” 

December 15, 1918 “Bears prove too strong; California defeats Trojans, takes Coast title” 

November 21, 1920 “Bears mangle Stanford, 38-0” 

January 2, 1921 “California beats Ohio State; Score 28 to 0” 

November 20, 1921 “California routs Stanford, 42 to 7, in first battle in new stadium at Palo Alto” 

January 3, 1922 “Washington-Jefferson and California end 0-0 in the annual continental classic” 

November 18, 1923 “California Bears humble Washington in thrilling game, 9 to 0” 

November 25, 1923 “Golden Bears dedicate new stadium by crushing Cardinals, 9 to 0” 

January 2, 1929 “Golden Bears lose to Engineers, 8-7; Riegels’s error gives Tornado chance to win” 

December 27, 1931 “California triumphs over Engineers, 19-6” 

November 17, 1935 “California continues unbeaten march by trouncing Pacific Tigers, 39 to 0” 

November 8, 1936 “Bears conquer Trojans, 13 to 7, before stunned crowd of 60,000 fans” 

November 22, 1936 “Bears upset Stanford, 20-0, before 82,000 fans” 

October 24, 1937 “Golden Bears crush Trojans, 20-6, before 75,000” 

October 31, 1937 “Mighty Bears overpower scrappy Bruins, 27-14” 

November 21, 1937 “Bears overpower Stanford Indians, 13-0” 

January 2, 1938 “Mighty Bears overpower Alabama team in Bowl, 13-0” 

November 2, 1941 “Golden Bears drub Bruins by 27-7” 

November 7, 1948 “Golden Bears slightly tarnished in 28-13 win over Bruins” 

November 21, 1948 “Cal ekes out 7-6 triumph; Stubborn Tribe surprises highly touted Bear team” 

October 30, 1949 “Bears power over Bruins by 35 to 21” 



 

November 20, 1949 “Golden Bears in Rose Bowl; Cal explodes for 33-14 victory over Stanford” 

October 15, 1950 “California overhauls Troy for 13-7 triumph” 

November 12, 1950 “Bowl-bound Bears trounce Bruins, 35-0” 

November 23, 1952 “Cal pounds Stanford, 26-0; 83,000 see Olszewski set record” 

November 21, 1954 “Cal holds off Tribe, 28-20” 

November 23, 1958 “Bears defeat Tribe, 16-15; Cal clinches Rose Bowl berth before 81,490” 

November 22, 1959 “90,000 see Cal upset Tribe, 20-17” 

November 3, 1963 “Cal shocks Bruins, 25-0” 

October 1, 1967 “Bears beat Michigan, 10-9, on late 77-yard pass play” 

November 19, 1967 “Cal strikes fast to jolt Stanford, 26-3” 

October 20, 1968 “Bruins wallow in misery as Cal wins, 39-15” 

October 27, 1968 “Cal hands Syracuse first shutout in 33 games, 43-0” 

October 5, 1969 “Bears strike twice in last 53 seconds to defeat Rice, 31-21” 

November 22, 1970 “Stanford loses to Cal, 22-14” 

October 24, 1971 “Cal outcasts steal another, 31-24” 

November 19, 1972 “Cal beats Stanford on Ferragamo’s TD pass at gun, 24-21” 

November 23, 1975 “Cal turns the Big Game into a big rout, 48-15” 

October 3, 1976 “Walker sets record as Cal wins, 43-16” 

October 10, 1976 “Walker breaks career record in Cal victory” 

October 30, 1977 “Cal defeats Trojans, 17-14” 

November 11, 1979 “Campbell passes Cal to victory; QB breaks pair of Morton’s school records” 

October 12, 1980 “Campbell hits 21 straight passes, sets NCAA completion record as Cal wins, 31-6” 

November 21, 1982 “Cal beats Stanford and its band on last play” 

November 20, 1983 “For an encore, Cal and Stanford just play a game, 27-18” 

November 10, 1985 “Cal sends USC on road to nowhere” 

November 20, 1988 “It’s another bizarre finish in Big Game, 19-19” 



 

October 21, 1990 “Cal ends 18 years of futility; Bears hold on to defeat UCLA, 38-31” 

January 1, 1991 “Copper Bowl: Bears avoid a fourth-quarter disaster and beat Wyoming, 17-15” 

September 8, 1991 “Cal shows offensive muscle in 86-24 win” 

November 3, 1991 “Cal runs it up, rubs it in, 52-30 vs. USC” 

November 17, 1991 “Bears beat Arizona State, 25-6, and earn chance to play Clemson in Citrus Bowl” 

January 2, 1992 “Cal tunes out Clemson, 37-13, in Florida Citrus Bowl” 

November 1, 1992 “Cal pounds UCLA with lowest blow, 48-12” 

October 3, 1993 “Cal trails Oregon, 30-0, wins, 42-41” 

January 1, 1994 “Alamo Bowl; Barr is sharp as Cal gets a 37-3 victory to remember” 

October 9, 1994 “Cal slaps UCLA with a low five in 26-7 win” 

November 20, 1994 “Cal wins when gamble by Stanford fails, 24-23” 

October 6, 1996 “Cal wins, 22-15, for first win at Coliseum in 26 years” 

November 3, 1996 “Tomey call comes up short – Cal wins, 56-55” 

October 15, 2000 “California 46, No. 13 UCLA 38 (3 OTs)” 

October 29, 2000 “California hands USC its fifth consecutive setback, 28-16” 

October 6, 2002 “Boller’s best helps defeat Washington, 34-27” 

November 24, 2002 “Cal ends drought in the Big Game, 30-7” 

September 28, 2003 “California 34, No. 3 USC 31 (3 OTs)” 

November 23, 2003 “Cal’s win in Big Game builds hopes for Bowl” 

December 27, 2003 “Insight Bowl; Fredrickson’s kick gives Cal a 52-49 win” 

October 3, 2004 “Cal routs Oregon State, 49-7” 

October 31, 2004 “California pitches a shutout, 27-0 vs. Arizona State” 

November 7, 2004 “California’s 28-27 victory over Oregon is good to the last drop” 

November 21, 2004 “Cal finds no rival in Stanford; Bears easily beat the Cardinal, 41-6” 

November 20, 2005 “Stanford is sack lunch for Cal; Bears in 27-3 Big Game victory” 

December 23, 2005 “Las Vegas Bowl: Cal makes the most noise when it counts, 35-28” 



 

September 24, 2006 “California does it all in rout of Arizona State, 49-21” 

October 8, 2006 “Cal sets the gold standard in 45-24 rout of 11th ranked Oregon” 

October 15, 2006 “California win at Washington State for the first time in 27 years, 21-3” 

October 22, 2006 “Lynch has California on track in 31-24 victory over Washington” 

December 3, 2006 “California prevails 26-17 after Stanford puts up Bear of a fight” 

December 29, 2006 “Holiday Bowl: Cal makes point for Pac-10, beating Texas A&M, 45-10” 

September 2, 2007 “Cal ‘Pacs’ a punch in beating Tennessee, 45-31” 

September 9, 2007 “Jackson shows his value for California, 34-28 vs. Colorado State” 

September 23, 2007 “Forsett doesn’t rest until California wins, 45-27 vs. Arizona” 

September 30, 2007 “Play stands as called: Cal beats Oregon, 31-24” 

January 1, 2008 “Armed Forces Bowl: California rallies from slow start to win, 42-36” 

August 31, 2008 “Cal shows off its new stars in 38-31 victory over Michigan State” 

October 5, 2008 “California stops Arizona State, 24-14” 

October 26, 2008 “California 41, UCLA 20” 

November 2, 2008 “Cal upsets Oregon, 26-16” 

December 28, 2008 “Emerald Bowl: Bears cash in late turnover, 24-17 vs. Miami” 

September 13, 2009 “California has its Best effort, 59-7 vs. Eastern Washington” 

October 18, 2009 “Cal puts its Best foot forward, 45-26 vs. UCLA” 

November 1, 2009 “California has just enough at the end, 23-21 vs. Arizona State” 

October 10, 2010 “California 35, UCLA 7” 

October 24, 2010 “Cal bounces back to rout Sun Devils, 50-17” 

October 7, 2012 “California 43, No. 25 UCLA 17” 

September 20, 2015 “Cal survives big rally by Longhorns on a missed PAT, 45-44” 

October 4, 2015 “Cal stays unbeaten behind Goff and improved defense” 

December 30, 2015 “Armed Forces Bowl: Goff’s arm is a force for Cal in 55-36 win” 

October 2, 2016 “Bears make a stand to hand Utes their first setback, 28-23” 



 

November 27, 2016 “California 36, UCLA 10” 

September 3, 2017 “Cal rallies to win in Wilcox’s debut, 35-30 vs. North Carolina” 

November 11, 2018 “California 15, USC 14” 

December 1, 2019 “California 28, UCLA 18” 

December 31, 2019 “Redbox Bowl: California 35, Illinois 20” 

December 5, 2021 “California 24, USC 14” 

November 20, 2022 “California 27, Stanford 20” 
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